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Imam Maududi’s Approach in Explaining the Historical
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**Dr. Yazdan Ali Rasikh
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Abstract

Understanding the Qur’anic surahs necessitates delving into their historical context—a
critical endeavor for accurate interpretation and grasping the divine message they convey. Imam
Maududi, in his renowned Tafsir work Tafheem Al Quran, meticulously examines this context at
the outset of each Qur’anic surah. His purpose is twofold: to illuminate interpretive objectives and
to facilitate practical application of the Qur’an’s provisions in the contemporary reality. Imam
Maududi, renowned for his eloquent literary style, pursued multifaceted objectives in his
interpretation of the Qur’an. These goals encompass: differentiating between Meccan and Medinan
Surahs, understanding Axes and Purposes of Surah, preferring the best reason, when discrepancies
arose regarding the reasons for revelation, and tracing the Stages of Islamic Dawah that it has gone
through, and addressing questions and responding to queries that naturally arise during Qur’anic
study.  Imam Maududi, known for his eloquent literary style, did not rigidly adhere to a specific
method when explaining the historical background of Qur’anic surahs. Instead, he intentionally
diversified his style and expression. This diversity served both literary purposes and the fulfillment
of the surah’s objectives and content. At times, Imam Maududi succinctly summarized the historical
context, while in other instances, he provided detailed elaborations. He s]zi]]fu]])/ related the surah’s
content to the historical reality, sometimes explicitly mentioning it as the “historical background,”
and at other times, subtly alluding to it under different titles. Through this nuanced approach,
Imam Maududi enriched our understanding of the Qur’an’s timeless message. In the realm of
Qur’anic commentary, both ancient and contemporary scholars have predominantly focused on the
reasons behind the revelation of specific verses. These reasons often stem from partial events or
individual inquiries that prompted the revelation of a particular verse or surah. However, alongside
these specific reasons lies the broader historical context—the backdrop against which the Qur’anic
surah engages. This historical background encompasses the general milieu within which the surah’s
provisions and directives unfold. By considering both the specific and the general, interpreters
deepen their understanding qfthe divine message.

Keywords: Imam Maududi, Historical Background, Objectives, Tafsir.
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(109-108/6 ) o &1 vepis (53 32500 1 54
A434/1y st uaad
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(586/2) sl uanl®]
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496/2y st uaa(6l
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1. Abin Khaldun, Eabdalrahman, Muqadimat Aibn Khaldun, Altabeat Al'uwlaa
1401h Daralfikar - Bayrut
2. Abin Eashur, Muhamad Altaahir Bin Muhamad Bin Muhamad, Altahrir Wa
Litanwiri, Tabe : Aldaar Altuwnusiat Lilnashr, 1984m
3. Abin Kathir, Asmaeil Bin Eumar Bin Kathir Fi Kitabih " Tafsir Alquran
Aleazimi, Tahqiqu: Sami Bin Muhamad Salamat, Altabeat Althaaniatu, Dartibat Lilnashr
Waltawzie
4. Abin Manzuri, Muhamad Bin Makram Bin Ealaa «'Abu Alfadali, Jamal Aldiyn

Aibn Manzur Al'ansariu Alruwayafeaa Al'iifriqaa (Almutawafaa: 711ha) Lisan Alearabi,
Altabeatu: Althaalithatu, Tabea: Dar Sadir - Bayrut - 1414 Hu

5. 'Ahmad Mukhtar Eumra, Muejam Allughat Alearabiat Almueasirati, Altabeat
Al'uwlaa, 1429hi, Tabeu: Ealam Alkutub, Algahira
6. Asead Kilani, Sid, Mulana Mududi, Altabeat Althaalithat , Maktabuh Taemir

Ansanit 1974m

[ JAlzbaydi, Taj Alearus (23/280-242)

[ ] Abn Manzurin, Lisan Alearab (9/90)

[ 'Ahmad Mukhtar Eumra, Muejam Allughat Alearabiat Almuecasirati, Altabeat
Al'uwlaa, 1429hi, Tabeu: Ealam Alkutub, Algahira (1/686)

[ JAlsakhawii,Muhamad Bin Eabdalrahman, Shams Aldiyn, Al'iielan Bialtawbikh Liman
Dhamu Altaarikhi, Altabeat Al'uwlaa, 1407h , Muasasat Alrisalati- Bayrut (16-17)

[ ] Alfayruzabadi, Majd Aldiyn 'Abutahir Muhamad Bin Yaequb (817ha ) Algamus
Almuhiti, Altabeat Althaamina (1426h) Muasasat Alrisalat Liltibacat Walnashr
Waltawzie, Bayrut (1/248)

[ ] Abn Manzurin, Lisan Alearab (3/4)

[ ] Alsakhawi, Al'iielan Bialtawbikh Liman Dhama Altaarikh (19)

[ ] Abn Khaldun, Eabdalrahman, Mugadimat Abn Khaldun, Altabeat Al'uwlaa 1401h
" Daralfikar - Bayrut (13)
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[ JAsead Kilani, Sid, Mulana Mududi, Altabeat Althaalithat , Maktabuh Taemir Ansanit
1974m (62)

[ 1" Fi 'Ayi Zuruf Kutub Tathim Alquran (Bial'ardiati) Khutbat Lil'iimam Almududi ,
Majala " Ayyn" Manshuratan Fi Aleadad Alkhasi Bitathim Alquran (115)

[ JAlmasdar Alsaabiqu: (334)

[ ]Sayid Shahid Eulay, Aldukturu, Ardu Tifasir Biswin Sidiy Min, Maktabah Qasim
Aleulum(78)

[ ] - Alwahidi, 'Abualhasan Eali Bin 'Ahmad Alniysaburi, 'Asbab Nuzul Alqurani, Tabea:
Muasasat Alhalabi Washurakawuh Lilnashr Waltawzie ( 4)

[ ] - Albukhari. Muhamadibn Aismaeil 'Abueabdallah Albukhariu, Sahih Albukhari,
Tahqgiqu: Muhamadizihirbin Nasir Alnaasir, Altabeat Al'uwlaa, 1422hi, Tabea: Dar
Tawq Alnajati,( 6/187)

[]- Albukhari, Sahih Albukharii (5/177)

[]- Alzubaydi, Taj Alearus (3/38)

[ ] - Aljawhari, Alsihah Taj Allughat W Sihah Alearabia (5/1829)

[ ] - Alzarqani, Muhamad Eabdaleazim, Manahil Aleirfan Fi Eulum Alqurani, Altabeat
Althaalithata, Matbacat Eisaa Albabi Alhalbi.(1/106)

[ JAlmududi, Tathim Alqurani, 'Adarat Turjuman Alqurani, Lahur ( 5/42)

[ ] - Almududi, Tathim Alquran (1/11)

[ JAImududi, Tathim Alquran (2/118)

[ JAlmasdar Alsaabiq (2/118/127)

[ JAImasdar Alsaabiq (2/167-172)

[ JAlmasdar Alsaabiq (4/54)

[ JAlmududi, Tathim Alquran (4/316-317)

[ JAlmasdar Alsaabiq (1/46-48)

[ JAImasdar Alsaabiq (1/ 229)

[ ] Almasdar Alsaabiq ( 1/316-317)

[ JAImasdar Alsaabiq (1/434-435)

[ JAImasdar Alsaabiq (1/ 520-521)

[ JAlmududi, Tathim Alquran (6/109)

[ JAImasdar Alsaabiq (2/5)

[ JAlbihagi, 'Ahmad Bin Alhusayn Bin Eali Abubakr, Alsunan Alkubraa, Tahqiqu:
Muhamad Eabdalqadir Eataa, Altabeat Althaalithati, 1424hi, Tabeu: Darialkutub
Aleilmiat, Bayrut- Lubnan (1/142) Aibn Saeda, Muhamad Bin Saed Alzahri, , Altabaqat
Alkabira, Tahqiqu: Eali Muhamad Eumr, Altabeat Al'uwlaa, 2001ma, Maktabat Alkhanji
- A Liqahirat, (3/248)

[ 1 Almududi , Tathim Alquran (3/84) Biakhtisar W Tasaruf Yasir

[ ] Almasdar Alsaabiq (3/307-317)

[ [Rawah Albukhariu Fi Alsahih , Kitab Bidualuhi, Raqgm Alhadith (3)
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[ ]Dhakar Hadhih Alriwayat Alhafiz Abn Kathir, Aismacil Bin Eumar Bin Kathir Fi
Kitabih " Tafsir Alquran Aleazimi, Tahqgiqu: Sami Bin Muhamad Salamata, Altabeat
Althaaniatu, Dartibat Lilnashr Waltawzie, (7/161) W Rawaha
[ JAlmududi, Tafhim Alquran (4/433)

[ ] Almasdar Alsaabiq (4/474)

[ JAlmasdar Alsaabiq (4/520)

[ JAlmasdar Alsaabiq (4/556)

[ JAlmasdar Alsaabiq (6/38)

[ JAlmududi, Tathim Alquran , Biakhtisar W Tasaruf (3/673)
[ JAlmasdar Alsaabiq (1/46-47)

[ JAlmasdar Alsaabiq (1/316-317)

[ JAlmasdaraalsabiq (6/474)

[ ] : Almududi, Tathim Alquran ( 6/108-109)

[ JAlmasdar Alsaabiq (1/434)

[ JAlmasdar Alsaabiq (1/ 520)

[ JAlmasdar Alsaabiq (2/586)

[ JAlmasdar Alsaabiq ( 6/520)

[ JAlmasdar Alsaabiq (6/469)

[ ] - Almududi, Tathim Alquran ( 1/217)

[ JAlmasdar Alsaabiq (2/496)

[ JAlmududi, Tathim Alquran Bitasaruf W Akhtisar ( 1/435)
[1- Almasdar Alsaabiq (3/307-308)
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