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"Manifestations of Divine Power in Surah An-Naba (Verses 6—13): A
Comparative and Exegetical Analysis Based on Tafsir Haqqani in the
Light of Interfaith Perspectives and Classical Scholarship"

* Zaheer Ud Din

**Dr. Syed Naeem Badshah

Abstract

These verses of Surah An-Naba present profound signs of Allah Almighty’s
absolute power and Lordship, inviting mankind to reflect and develop
certainty about the reality of the Day of Resurrection. The description of
the earth as a resting place signifies its suitability and comfort for human
life—facilitating habitation, agriculture, and movement. The portrayal of
mountains as pegs illustrates the earth’s stability, preventing seismic
disturbance. The creation of mankind in pairs ensures the continuity of
human life and forms the essential basis of social structure. Making sleep a
means of rest, the night a covering like a garment, and the day a time for
livelihood addresses both the physical and economic necessities of human
existence.

The creation of seven mighty heavens reflects the remarkable order and
resilience of the universe, while describing the sun as a radiant lamp
underscores its indispensable role in providing heat, light, and life-
sustaining energy. The sending down of water from rain-bearing clouds to
produce grain, fodder, and flourishing gardens demonstrates Allah’s direct
providence and sustenance jbr His creation.

Collectively, these signs affirm that every dimension of the universe is the
outcome of the deliberate planning and flawless management of a Wise and
All-Powerful Creator, fully capable of resurrecting humanity on the Day of
Judgment. This study offers an academic and comparative analysis
concerning the earth, the heavens, the mountains, the creation of all things
in pairs, and the divine wisdom in sleep and night-time as coverings.

Keyword: Manifestations , Divine Power, Surah An-Naba, habitation
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References

(Panipati, Tafseer Mazhari, 10: 208)

Ibn Munzir (d. 318 AH):

His full name was Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Munzir al-Naysaburi, a renowned hadith scholar
and jurist of the 4th century AH. He authored several important works on hadith and
jurisprudence, including al-Awsat fi al-Sunan wa al-Ijma‘® wa al-Ikhtilaf. His writings are
considered significant sources for Islamic law and principles of jurisprudence. He passed away
around 318 AH. (Al-Dhahabi, Siyar A‘lam al-Nubala, Vol. 14)

(Yaqool Ta’ala Zikrahu mu’addadan ‘ala ha’ula’ al-mushrikeen ni’amah wa ayadiyahu ‘indahum,
wa ihsanahu ilayhim, wa kufranahum ma an’amahu ‘alayhim, wa mutawadi’ahum bima a’add
lahum ‘ind wuroodihim ‘alayhi min sunoof ‘igabihi, wa aleem ‘adhabihi, Tabari, Jami’ al-Bayan
‘an Ta’wil Ay al-Quran, 24: 151)

Imam al-Hakim al-Naysaburi (d. 405 AH):

Imam Muhammad ibn ‘Abdullah al-Hakim was born on 3rd Rabi‘ al-Awwal 321 AH in
Nishapur. He held a distinguished rank among hadith scholars. His famous work, al-Mustadrak
‘ala al-Sahihayn, compiled authentic hadiths according to the criteria of al-Bukhari and Muslim.
His scholarly standards in hadith were meticulous and highly valued. (Al-Dhahabi, Tadhkirat al-
Huffaz, Vol. 3, pp. 1046—1051)

Jabal Abi Qubays:
Jabal Abi Qubays is a historic mountain in Makkah, located near the Kaaba. It is among the most
significant mountains of Makkah with great importance in Islamic history. It is said that during
the time of Prophet Adam (peace be upon him), the Black Stone (Hajar al-Aswad) was placed
there. According to famous narration, the Prophet Muhammad # displayed the miracle of
splitting the moon from this mountain. Located to the east of Masjid al-Haram, it has always been
considered sacred due to its proximity to the Kaaba. (Tarikh Makkah al-Mukarramah, Muhammad
Ilyas Abdul Ghani, 1:45)

(Hakim, Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Abdullah Hakim Nishapuri, (405H), Mustadrak ‘ala al-
bamnayn I Hakim, Dar al-Kutub al—llmlyan, 16750)
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(Tafseer Ibn Mundhir)

(Surat al-Isra: 18)

(Surat al-Baqarah: 82)

(Surat Aal-e-Imran: 85)

(Surat al-Nisa: 57)

(Surat al-Tawbah: 72)

(Surat Ibrahim: 48)

(Ibn Kathir, Tafseer al-Quran al-Azeem, 4: 518)

(Surat al-Insan: 13)

(Tabari, Jami’ al-Bayan ‘an Ta’wil Ay al-Quran)

(Ibn Majah, Kitab al-Zuhd, Bab Sifat al-Jannah, Hadith: 4337)

(Nasafi, Abu al-Barakat, Abdullah bin Ahmad, (710H), Madarik al-Tanzeel wa Haqa’iq al-
Ta’wil, (Beirut: Dar al-Kalam al-Tayyib, 1419H) 3: 590

Imam al-Baghawi (d. 510 AH):

Imam Husayn ibn Mas‘ud al-Baghawi was a prominent Shafi‘i, Iranian commentator of the
Qur’an, hadith scholar, and jurist, born in 433 AH. His famous tafsir Ma‘alim al-Tanzil and hadith
collection Masabih al-Sunnah are well-known. He was a follower of the Shafi‘i school of
jurisprudence and was known for his humility and simplicity. (Ibn Kathir, al-Bidayah wa al-
Nihayah, Vol. 12, p. 271)

(Baghawi, 8: 312)

(Wal-Watd wal-Wudd: ma ruzza fi al-ha’it aw al-ardh min al-khashab, wal-jam’ awtad, Ibn
Manzoor, Lisan al-Arab, 3: 444)

Aristotle (d. 384 BCE):

Aristotle was an ancient Greek philosopher, logician, and scientist. He was born in 322 BCE in
Stagira, Macedonia. He gained fame as a student of Plato and the teacher of Alexander the Great.
His ideas influenced philosophy, logic, biology, and ethics. Known as the founder of formal logic,
his notable works include Metaphysics and Nicomachean Ethics.

Ibn Rushd (d. 1198 CE):

Ibn Rushd’s full name was Abu al- Walid Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Rushd. Born in Cordoba (present-
day Spain), he is known in the West as Averroes. He was an Andalusian philosopher, judge,
physician, and logician. His works include Tahafut al-Tahafut and commentaries on Aristotle. He
is celebrated for merging Islamic philosophy with Aristotelian thought.

(Fakhry, Majid, A History of Islamic Philosophy)

(Huwa al-da’irah allati ‘alayha harakatuha haythu la tamil ‘an mintaqat al-burooj ‘ala muroor al-
shams, Tafseer Razi, Tafseer Kabir wa Mafatih al-Ghayb, 26: 277)

Mufti Shafi‘ (d. 1976 CE):

Mufti Muhammad Shafi‘ Usmani was a renowned Pakistani Islamic scholar and commentator of
the Qur’an. Born on 25 January 1897 in Deoband, he taught at Darul Uloom Deoband and
authored the notable tafsir Ma‘ariful Qur'an. He was an important figure in the Pakistan
Movement and served as Pakistan’s first Grand Mufti. At the invitation of Maulana Shabbir
Ahmad Usmani, he migrated to Pakistan and founded Jamia Darul Uloom Karachi, now the
country’s largest Islamic seminary. (Yusuf Binori, Hayat Mufti Shafi‘)

(Mukhtasar az Ma’arif al-Quran, Mufti Muhammad Shafi’ Rahimahullah, 7: 422)
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(Qurtubi, Abu Abdullah, Muhammad bin Ahmad al-Qurtubi, (?), al-Jami’ li Ahkam al-Quran
al-Shahir bi Tafseer al-Qurtubi, (Misr: Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyah al-Qahira, (1484H), 19: 171)
({Wa Khalagnakum Azwajan} ya’ni: zakaran wa untha, yastamti’ kull minhuma bil-akhir, wa
yahsul al-tanasul bidhak, Tafseer Ibn Kathir, 8 Tafseer al-Quran al-Azeem: 302)

(Surat al-Dhariyat: 56)

(Sunan Nasa’i, Kitab al-Nikah, Hadith: 3227)

(Surat al-Kahf: 29)

(Surat al-Dahr: 29-30)

(Tafseer Ibn Kathir, Tafseer al-Quran al-Azeem, 8: 303)

(Tabari, Jami’ al-Bayan ‘an Ta’wil Ay al-Quran, 24: 151)

(Tafseer Qurtubi, al-Jami’ li Ahkam al-Quran, 19: 171)

(Tafseer Ibn Kathir, Tafseer al-Quran al-Azeem, 6: 310)

(Jalaluddin, Tafseer Jalalayn, 787)

(Surat al-Hajj, Ayat 1-2)

(Muslim, Sahih Muslim, Kitab al-Jannah wa Sifat Na’imha wa Ahlaha, 2864)
Hazarat A’ishah (RA) (d. 58 AH):
Lady A’ishah (RA) was the beloved wife of the Prophet Muhammad &3, daughter of Abu Bakr al-
Siddiq (RA), and a distinguished figure in Islam. Known as Humayra and Siddiqa, she narrated a
large number of hadiths and provided significant scholarly, legal, and social guidance. Her
knowledge was unparalleled among the female companions. (Ibn Sa‘d, al-Tabaqat al-Kubra, Vol. 8,
pp- 50-80)

(Sahih Bukhari, Kitab al-Riqaq, Bab Kayf al-Hashr, Hadith: 6527)

(Al-Furqgan: 25)

(Ghazali, Thya’ ‘Uloom al-Deen)

(Surat al-Zumar: 42)

(Al-Munjid, p. 756)

(Fayruzabadi, al-Qamus al-Muheet, p. 766)

(Tafseer Ibn Kathir, Tafseer al-Quran al-Azeem, 8: 303)

(Jalaluddin, Tafseer Jalalayn, 787)

Allama al-Alusi (d. 1217 AH):

Shah ‘Abdullah ibn Mahmud al-Alusi al-Baghdadi was a Qur’anic commentator and Islamic
scholar. His renowned tafsir Ruh al-Ma ‘ani is a masterpiece of Qur’anic and hadith scholarship.
Born in Baghdad, he was a follower of the Hanbali school. His expertise spanned tafsir, hadith,
jurisprudence, and literature. (Al-Alusi, Abdullah, Ruh al-Maani, Dar al-Fikr, Beirut)

(Alusi, Tafseer al-Quran al-Azeem wa al-Sab’ al-Mathani al-Shahir bi Tafseer Ruh al-Ma’ani,

15: 206)

(Q: 40)

(Muslim, Kitab al-Iman, Bab 1)

(Abu Dawud, Kitab al-Sunnah, Bab 1)

(Al-‘Aish: al-Hayat. wa qad ‘asha al-rajul ma’ashan wa ma’ishan. wa kull wahid minhuma yuslih
an yakun masdaran, al-Zabidi, Muhammad Murtaza al-Husseini al-Zabidi, (?), Taj al-‘Aroos min
Jawahir al-Qamus, (Kuwait: Wizarat al-Irshad wa al-Anba’ fi al-Kuwait, 1385H), 3: 1012)
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(Tafseer Razi, Tafseer Kabir wa Mafatih al-Ghayb, 31: 10)

(Tabari, Jami’ al-Bayan ‘an Ta’wil Ay al-Quran, 24: 152)

(Tafseer Ibn Kathir, Tafseer al-Quran al-Azeem, 1: 23)

Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 AH):

Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah’s full name was Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Halim ibn ‘Abd al-Salam ibn
Taymiyyah al-Harrani. A renowned scholar, philosopher, and reformer of the Hanbali school, he
was born in 661 AH in Harran (present-day Turkey). His works include Majmu* al-Fatawa and
al-Jawab al-Sahih. He was known for his emphasis on monotheism and strong opposition to
innovations. He died in Damascus in 728 AH. (Ibn Qayyim, al-Madarij, Dar ‘Alam al-Fawa’id)
(Ibn Taymiyyah, Taqi al-Din Ahmad bin Abdul Halim al-Harrani, (728H), Majmu’at al-Fatawa,
1: 123)

10Ibn Sina (d. 1037 CE):

Ibn Sina’s full name was Abu ‘Ali Husayn ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Sina. Born in 980 CE in Afshana near
Bukhara (present-day Uzbekistan), he was a philosopher, physician, and scientist, known in the
West as Avicenna. His famous works include al-Qanun fi al-Tibb and al-Shifa. He was one of the
most influential thinkers in philosophy, logic, and medicine in the Islamic world.

(Tbn Sina, al-Shifa, (Gutas, Dimitri, Islamic Texts Society)

(Al-Isharat wa al-Tanbihat, Jild 1, Satha 23)

(Ghazali, Thya’ ‘Uloom al-Deen, 1: 12)

(Tabari, Jami’ al-Bayan ‘an Ta’wil Ay al-Quran, 24: 152)

(Panipati, Tafseer Mazhari, Surat al-Naba’ Ayah 12)

(AL-Mulk: 3)

(Tha’alabi, Abu Zaid Abdul Rahman bin Muhammad Tha’alabi, (875H), Tafseer Tha’alabi, 5:
57)

(Al-Rahman: 37)

11Ptolemy (d. 170 CE):

Ptolemy’s full name was Claudius Prolemy. He was born in 100 CE in Alexandria, Egypt. A
Greek astronomer, geographer, and mathematician, his work Almagest was the primary source
on ancient astronomy. His geographical theories were considered authoritative until the Middle
Ages.

(Thompson, Mark, "The History of Astronomy", Cambridge)

(Alusi, Tafseer al-Quran al-Azeem wa al-Sab’ al-Mathani al-Shahir bi Tafseer Ruh al-Ma’ani,
15: 209)

(Al-Isharat wa al-Tanbihat, Jild 1, Satha 23)

(Ghazali, Thya” ‘Uloom al-Deen, Jild 1, Safha 12)

(Physics, Kitab 1, Bab 2)

(Abdul Razzaq, Abu Bakr Abdul Rahman bin Humam, (211H), Tafseer Abdul Razzaq, (Beirut:
Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyah 1419H), 3: 382)

(Tafseer Mujahid, (Misr: Dar al-Fikr al-Islami al-Hadithah, 1410H))

(Balkhi, Abu al-Hasan Mugatil bin Sulayman al-Balkhi, (150H), Tafseer Muqatil bin Sulayman,
(Beirut: Dar Thya’ al-Turath, 1423H), 4: 559)

(Al-Wahidi, Abu al-Hasan Ali bin Ahmad bin Muhammad al-Wahidi, (468H), al-Tafseer al-
Basit, (Imadat al-Bahth al-Ilmi, 1430H), 23: 118)

(Tafseer Qurtubi_al-Jami’ i Ahkam al-Quran 718 172)
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(Tabari, Jami’ al-Bayan ‘an Ta’wil Ay al-Quran, 24: 152)

(Alusi, Tafseer Ruh al-Ma’ani, 15: 208)

‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud (RA):

A companion of the Prophet & from the Quraysh tribe of Banu Hudhayl, ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud
(RA) was among the earliest converts to Islam. He possessed deep understanding of the Qur’an
and hadith and was one of the foundational jurists in Islamic law. Many rulings in the Hanafi
school are based on his opinions. He passed away in Madinah in 32 AH. (Ibn Sa‘d, al-Tabaqat al-
Kubra, Dar Sader)

(Musnad Ahmad, Hadith Number 3934)

(Sunan Ibn Majah, Kitab al-Fitan, Bab 33)

(Tafseer Ibn Kathir, Tafseer al-Quran al-Azeem, 4: 23)

Galen (d. 200 CE):

Galen was a Greek physician and anatomist, born in 129 CE in Pergamon, Turkey. He gained
fame during the Roman Empire for his medical research and teaching. His studies on human
anatomy and disease were authoritative in medieval medicine. (Nutton, Vivian, The Works of
Galen, Cambridge Press)

(Ibn Sina, "Al-Qanun fi al-Tibb")

Al-Biruni (d. 1048 CE):

Al-Biruni’s full name was Abu Rayhan Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Biruni. Born in Khwarazm
(present-day Uzbekistan), he was a celebrated Muslim scientist, historian, and philosopher.
Nicknamed “The Master” and “The Plato of His Age,” his works Kitab al-Hind and al-Qanun al-
Mas ‘udi are significant in science and geography. He was famous in mathematics, astronomy,
and physics. (Al-Biruni, Tahqiq ma Ii’l-Hind, Dar al-Fikr, Beirut)

(Al-Razi, "Al-Hawi")

(Al-Biruni, "Kitab al-Athar al-Baqiyah")

(Jami’ Tirmidhi, Kitab Sifat Jahannam ‘an Rasul Allah #, Bab ma ja’a anna al-Nar nafsayn wa
ma dhukira man yukhruj min al-Nar min Ahl al-Tawheed, Hadith: 2592)

Abu Hurairah (RA) (d. 57 AH):

His real name was ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Sakhr al-Dawsi, from the tribe of Daws. He was the
companion of the Prophet # who narrated the largest number of hadith—>5,374 in total—
many of which are found in al-Bukhari and Muslim. Known for his piety and devotion, he spent
most of his time spreading religious knowledge. He passed away in Madinah in 57 AH. (Ibn
Hajar, al-Isabah fi Tamyiz al-Sahabah, Vol. 4)
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