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Abstract:

The role of female Hadith scholars has been significant throughout Islamic
history. In the early Islamic period, Aisha (RA) held a unique position due to
her deep knowledge and critical understanding of Hadith. Following her, many
female Companions and later generations of women contributed to the
transmission and teaching of Hadith. During the Abbasid era, scholarly
gatherings led by women attracted prominent male scholars. Similarly, in
Andalusia and Khurasan, female scholars played a vital role in the academic
and teaching circles. In South Asia, women contributed to Hadith transmission
and teaching, particularly through the establishment of women’s madrasas.

In the contemporary period, female scholars have advanced Hadith studies
within universities and research institutions, adapting the discipline to modern
academic requirements. Figures such as Dr. Farhat Hashmi (Pakistan), Aisha
Abd al-Rahman Bint al-Shati* (Egypt), and Aisha Bewley (UK) stand out for
their contributions in teaching, writing, and research. They have authored
works on Hadith translations, commentaries, and critical studies on the
methodology of Hadith sciences. Despite this, women scholars continue to face
challenges such as social and cultural barriers, lack of resources, and historical
underrepresentation in scholarly works.

This research concludes that the contributions of women scholars are not limited
to the past but remain essential for the preservation and advancement of Islamic
knowledge today. It emphasizes the need to integrate women’s scholarly
contributions into curricula and to provide them with more research
opportunities so that Islamic scholarship may continue to thrive in the modern
era.
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“Farhat Hashmi has emerged as one of the most influential female scholars in
Pakistan and abroad. Through her Al-Huda Institute, she has enabled thousands
of women to study the Qur’an and Hadith directly, encouraging them to engage

critically with the primary texts of Islam.”"?
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“In the Indian subcontinent and beyond, women continued the tradition
of teaching Hadith in madrasas. Even in recent times, women have been

granted ijazah in Sahih al-Bukhari and other canonical works, proving

that their role in Hadith transmission is not a relic of the past but a living

tradition.”'*
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“Aisha Bewley is among the foremost translators of Islamic texts into
English. Her works on Hadith, especially her translation of Sahih al-
Bukhari, have opened the doors of Hadith scholarship to the English-
speaking world, thereby extending the legacy of the female

muhaddithat to the global academic arena.””
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“Women scholars in Muslim societies often face the dilemma of balancing their

familial roles with their academic aspirations. This dual responsibility sometimes

hinders their capacity to engage fully in Hadith studies and scholarly activities.”'®
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“Although the tradition of female muhaddithat is deeply rooted in Islamic history,
modern female scholars are often deprived of institutional support and
resources, which limits their capacity to continue this legacy.”17
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